Notes
is surrounded by a hexagonal paling. Who is there acquainted
with the legend, whether be believes that the dog lies beneath
those stones or not, can visit them without exclaiming with a
sigh, "Poor Gelert!" ' (Borrow, 1. c.).
THE INCHCAPE ROCK
For Robert Southey see note to 'God's Judgement on a
Wicked Bishop'. 'The Bell Rock, or Inchcape, [is] a reef of old
red sandstone rocks in the German Ocean, twelve miles south-
east of Arbroath, and nearly opposite the mouth of the Tay.
The reef is 2,000 feet long; at high water of spring-tides it is
covered to a depth of 16 feet, at low water is partly uncovered
to a height of 4 feet; and for 100 yards around, the sea is only
3 fathoms deep. It was formerly a fruitful cause of shipwreck,
and, according to tradition, the abbot of Aberbrothock (Ar-
broath) placed a bell on it, "fixed upon a tree or timber, which
rang continually, being moved by the sea, giving notice to the
saylers of the danger" ' (Chambers, Encyc.). A lighthouse was
erected on the Bell Rock by Robert Stevenson, grandfather of
Robert Louis, in 1807-10.
9. Aberbrothok. Spelt also Aberbrothwick, as well as Arbroath
(the modern form). St. Thomas's Abbey, Arbroath, was
founded by William the Lion in 1178. It was second in wealth
only to Holyrood of Scottish abbeys, till it was destroyed by the
Reformers in 1560.
23. Sir Ralph the Rover is apparently unknown to history.
29. float. Buoy.
KING ROBERT OF SICILY
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-82), tne most popular
of American poets. His life was uneventful; he visited'Europe
several times, and he was Professor of Literature at Harvard
from 1835. He was a man of very wide reading.
This poem, like Paul Revere*s Ride, is one <of the Tales of a
Wayside Inn, a series written from time to time, and published
together in 1863. The tale is told by a Sicilian, the original of
whom was Luigi Monti, an Italian teacher at Harvard.
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